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STATISTICS  OF  THE  CORONER'S  COURT  FOR  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  MONTREAL,  1893. 

By  Wyatt  Johnston,  M.U.,  and  (Jeohoe  Villeneuve,  M.D., 

Montreal. 

The  number  of  deaths  investigated  during  the  year  was  386. 
Calculated  from  the  cenHUs  of  1891,  the  population  of  the 
judicial  district  of  Montreal  is  rather  more  than  350,000,  of 
which  about  280,000  is  urban,  making  a  yearly  rate  of  about 
1.1  inquests  per  1,000  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

In  184  of  the  380  cases  we  were  Kummoned  to  testify  as 
exports.  In  the  remaining  202  cases  the  information  is  obtain- 
ed from  the  very  complete  public  records  of  incjuests  kept  by 
Coroner  McMahon.  Of  these  there  were  36  cases  in  which 
no  medical  testimony  was  taken  In  the  remaining  166 
cases,  the  medical  evidence  was  given  by  other  physicians, 
who  in  60  cases  had  either  not  seen  the  deceased  professionally 
during  life  or  only  at  a  time  remote  from  the  death.  In  88  of 
the  cases  tiie  evidence  was  taken  before  the  coroner  alone, 
without  a  jury. 

We  give  the  following  details  which  seem  of  interest. 

Of  the  bodies,  276  were  males  and  109  females.  In  one 
case,  that  of  a  newborn  child,  the  sex  is  not  stated. 

Exclusive  of  the  new  born  infants,  the  identity  of  5  bodies 
remained  unknown,  being  in  each  case  persons  found  drowned. 

Cl.ASSIKICATTON   BY  AOES. 
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NUMHKU  OF  AUT()l'SIi;s  IIKI.1),  WITH  THEIR  PROPORTION  TO  TUB 
NUMHKR  OK   InQUKSTS   IN   KWll   MoNTlI. 
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Cl-ASSIKK  ATION    IIY    VkKUHTH  AND  CAUSKS  OK   DEATH. 
1.      IIOMIlinKS. 


Firearms > 

Hlows  and  falls I 

Criminal  iH'KliK»'nce  • 

Infanticide •' 


Total. 


12 


II.    siii('ii)i;s, 

Kireanns 5 

Cutting  throat '^ 

lian^inp; 2 

Drowning 1 

.Jnin)iiiig  from  height 1 

Railways 2 

Poisoning U 

Total 2:{ 


III.— A('(;lI)KNTS. 


Firearms 4 

Machinery '^ 

Elevators 3 

Rjiihvays 21^ 

Street  railways H 

Horse  and  carriage 14 

Tobogganing 1 

Burns,  scalds,  burning  build- 

■    i"gs ^- 

Explosions -^ 

Falls  from  height H 

Falling  bodies 1 1 


Drowning 41 

Choking  by  food 3 

Overlaying S 

Illuminating  gas 7 

Administration  of  chloroform    2 

I'oisoning 11 

Exposure 2 

Sunstroke 1 

Other  causes 1 

Total 174 


IV.— NATURAL  AND   UNKNOWN  CAUSES. 

Circulatory  System  (40)— Heart  disease 3!) 

Aortic  aneurism I 

Riainratory  System  (Ilo)  -Pneumonia 15 

Phthisis  and  hiemoptysis 17 

Bronchitis 1 

Pulmonary  embolism 1 

Other  disea.ses 1 

Digestive  System  (12)— I)iarrh(ca 5 

Peritonitis 2 

Other  diseases 5 


Id! 


ft 

Nt-rroiis  Si/nft'in  (IH)     A poplexy 10 

( "<)iiK<'>*l  M>ii  of  hraiii 2 

()l  llfl   lli.SIWIM'S (I 

(ienito-rrhutni  Sys/on  ('))  -Chronic  iicpliritiH 1 

I'rclhnil  fever 2 

l'ii(i|M'iiil  fever 

Ihri'lo/iitirnftif  /Hsnisrs    Stilll)*irii 5 

Infi'r/ioiis  JUsrtlSfS     'I'vplioM 1 

Diphllieriii I 

(Inn  rill  IHhi'iisi's  (K))— l»Hr|nirii  uiid  snirvy 2 

Senile  (l.-hjliiy 4 

lnrunf ile  deldlily 4 

Other  (liseiiMes 2 

Jfahifs  iinil  Orcupiifioiis    liitenipeniiue 5 

VnhiHuvn  vaiini's 4') 

Total 177 

SiTMMAItV    OK    Tin;    I>RI\»  Il»AI,    (iUCTI'S    (»l'    (  AI'SKS    or    ItKAIII,  (ilVIM) 

Tin;  I'i:h(  K.NTAiiK  WHICH  thi;y  i'<m(m  o\-  the  total  i.\yiri;sTs 
ANi»  \i,.so  TiiKiH  i'Ki;yri.:N(  Y,  i'i:ii  1(»,(MI0  i.iviNti. 


Ver.l!«!ts. 

Numlier. 

I'eicciil. 

Per  Kl.tHKt 
living. 

Hoinieide 

12 

2;{ 

17t 
177 

;i  11 

45  ((7 
ITi-HtJ 

o:i4 

Suicide ...    . 

Accidents 

'\m 

Natural  and  unknown  causes 

Total 

;is<i 

1(X)() 

Deaths  from  Homicide. 

A  few  remarlcH  upon  these  dltFerent  groups  may  not  be 
out  of  place. 

We  have  no  case  of  conviction  for  murder  or  manslaughter 
to  record.  Of  12  verdicts  of  homicide,  ?>  were  for  infanticide 
by  persons  unknown.  In  none  of  these  was  the  guilt  brought 
homo  to  an  individual.  Of  the  9  remaining  cases  :  in  one  the 
violence  took  place  in  Ontario  and  therefore  has  no  bearing 
upon  the  criminality  of  this  district ;  two  charges,  both  for 
manslaughter,  are  still  before  the  courts;  one  case  was  dis- 
charged by  the  police  magistrate  ;  in  5  cases  the  grand 
juries  found  no  bill,  and  the  only  one  which  came  before  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  was  dismissed  by  the  judge  without 
calling  for  the  defence.  In  none  of  the  cases  was  there  any 
evidence  of  malice. 
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The  i-OHultH  of  the  incrimiimtit.K  vcMdictH  of  coronor'n 
iuri(.s  hero  appear  to  be  of  u  H.u-prisinKly  mil<l  and  hurtnlesH 
Vhunu'tor.  In  a  number  of  casoH  of  ucci.lental  .leuth,  verdictH 
of  "  negligence  not  criminal  "  were  found. 

Deaths  from  Suicide. 

HKX    ANO  HOflAI.  lONIHTIoN. 
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The  occupations  of  the  male  victims  were  as  follows  :- 
Lawyers,  1 ;  farmers,  1 ;  merchants  and  clerks,  4;  workmen 

and  servants,  12.  ^^     .         x      1 1^  1  . 

The  apparent  causes  were  as  follows  :-Busines8  trouble,  1 , 
family  trouble,  1 ;  unknown,  1 ;  physicial  disease  and  suttering, 
2-  love,  jealousy,  or  dissipation,  4;  drink,  5  ;  mental  disease,  9. 

'it  is  reassuring  to  note  that  the  frequency  of  suicide,  viz., 
0-65  per  10  000,  in  Montreal,  is  low  in  comparison  with  most 
other  large  American  cities,  the  rate  per  10,000  living  in  1891, 
having  been  as  follows  :  Baltimore,  0-56  ;  Philadelphia,  0-76; 
Boston,  Ml;  New  York,  1-57;  Chicago,  1-87;  St.  Louis, 


1; 


r 

2-10;    Snn  FranciHco,  2-6(;.     \t\   PariH,  the  aninml    nilo   of 
Huicido  iw  about  3-7H  por  10,000. 

Of  9  caHOH  whoro  poinoii  wuh  the  moaiiH  omployod,  7  wore 
by  PariH  ^roon  ;  ami  one  from  rou^h on  ratH.  Some  meana 
Hboukl  be  taken  to  roHtrict  tbo  too  ready  Halo  of  nuch  deadly 
commodities.  Tbo  HuicidoH  by  tiroainiH,  cutting  throiit  at)d 
hauging,  wore  all  in  malon. 

Accidental  l>e<iths. 

The  commonoHt  cauHOH  of  accident,  in  order  of  fro(|uency, 

wore : — 

Dn.vvninK "-  •>«•  '-^^'^  '"'''  •■^'"*'-       • 

Hiiihvii.vH 'A  or  i:V2 

Hums,  Hcald.Hiuul  tln-H...  22,  cr  12  tl       " 

HorHi'M  himI  riuriiiKi's 14,  or  H2 

Kiillsfiom  luilyht 11,  or  HU 

FiiiliiiK  ImhIU's 11,  or  O'!! 

PoisoniiiK 11,  or  (J  H 

St reot  railvviiy S,  or     11 

lUuininHtiiiK  KiiH 7,  or     l.l 

Drouniny.—The  number  of  drowning  accidonlw  in  Hutticient- 
ly  high  to  attract  attonlion.  Of  the  41  casoH,  iho  accidental 
nature  of  the  drowning  was  well  cstabliHhcd  in  3l!  cahCN  only, 
all  that  could  be  Htatcd  about  tbo  icmaining  1)  bodies  being 
simply  that  they  wore  found  in  the  water. 

niuminatrnj  ^'^s.— The  number  of  deaths  from  illuminating 
gas  is  also  surprisingly  large.  The  dan-cr  .d'  gas  depen-ls 
upon  the  proportion  of  carbon  monoxide  it  contains,  and  this 
again  depends  upor>  the  mode  in  which  the  gas  is  pieparoil. 
It  has  always  boon  asserted  thut  the  gas  supply  of  Montreal 
contains  a  very  small  proportion  of  this  dangerous  ingredient, 
but  the  large  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  would  seem  to 
render  the   subject   worthy   of  investigation   by  our   health 

authorities.  ^ 

The  accidents  happening  in  connection  with  public  travel 

naturally  have  a  great  public  interest. 

Fatal  Railway  Accidents.-'YhQ  victims  were  trespassers  in 

10  cases;  employees  (brakesmen  or  switchmen)  in  6  cases; 

travellers  in  4.     In  4  cases  the  accidents  occurred   at  level 

crossings. 

Street  Railways.-Of  8  fatal  accidents  during  the  past  year, 
5  occurred  in  connection  with  electric  cars  and  3  with  horse 


m 


cai-H  Two  of  the  viotimH  were  ompl<»yeeH;  1  w»»b  a  child 
l.IayinK  upon  un  empty  car  on  u  Ki.li..^;  H  wcro  pornons  c.-ohh- 
i„U  thoHlreot,  und  2  wor.  pu  ^ong..■s  (o„.  of  whom  got  ort 
thocar  while  in  motion,  on  the  wron^  nide  and  wan  Htruck 
hy  an  approaching  car  on  the  other  track;  the  other  waH 
killed  while  trying  to  pann  from  one  car  to  another  wh.le  m 
motion).  None  of  the  accidentH  wore  Hhown  to  he  due  to  the 
UHC  of  the  trolley  system  or  the  over  heail  wire. 

Elevators.-rChvoe  .leathH  which  occurred  from  elevator 
accidents  were  all  due  t<»  imprudence  of  the  persons  killed, 
none  arising  from  any  defect  in  the  machinery. 

In  most  of  the   accidental   <leaths    the   caum,  was  clearly 
ostahlished  hy  the  evidence  of  eye  witnesses,  and  the  mvesti- 
gutions  were  conducted  chiefly  with  a  view  of  deciding  whether 
there  had  been  criminal  ( iuelessness  or  not. 
1)  eat  lis  from  Natural  Causfs. 
In  i:50  cases  definite  natural  causes  were  assigned,  and  in 
47  the  tinJing  was  either  "  natural  causes,"  "  unknown  causes, 
or  "unknown  natural  causes."     The   nature  of  the  cause  ot 
.leath    was   almost   always    mado   out  when   autopsies   were 
made  out,  and.  therefore,  the  expres^ion  unknown  means  that 
in  most  cases,  no  attempt  was  made  to  find  out  the  cause  of 
death      It  has  not  seemed  advisable  to  attach  any  importance 
to  the  relative  fre.picncy  of  thi.  known  and  unknown  causes 
shown    in    the  tables,   because,   in  a  large  number  of  cases 
definite  causes  were  assigned  for  the  death  without  any  proot 
at  all  being  adiluucd  that  the  alleged  causes  really  existed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  large  number  of  the  deaths  investi- 
gated during  the  year  were,  directly  or  indirectly,  due  to 
drink,  but  as  the  conclusions  of  the  juries  on  this  point  appear 
to  have  been  arrived  at  by  intuition  rather  than  by  investi- 
gation and  weighing  of  the  evideme,  definite  statements  on 
this  head  based  on  the  verdicts  would  be  misleading.  We  have, 
therefore,  refrained  from  attempting  to  estimate  the  exact  pro- 
portion of  deaths  due  to  intemperance. 


